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In the world today, only 0.01% of the water on the planet
can be used for drinking by human beings. About 0.9 billion
people in the world do not have a secure supply of safe
water. There are many tasks facing us now if we wish to
create a sustainable society; water shortages caused by the
increase in the world's population or changes in industry;
environmental crisis in water supply caused by climate
change; and international disputes over rights of water
usage.

Water is necessary for all living things, including human
beings. The water in the world circulates globally, as it
circulates around the body of a creature. As it circulates, the
cycle is effected by things happening on the Earth and vice
versa. Water issues around the world are all connected to
one another, and so it is important that we solve these
problems. This has become a priority task for the future of
the world.

In Shiga Prefecture we have the biggest lake in Japan, Lake

Biwa. This lake is a precious water resource for 14 million
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people in the region. The catchment basin of the lake is
concordant with the Prefectural boundary, so all life and
industry in Shiga is directly affected by the Lake. Measures
have been taken to try and make this resource sustainable.
As local life and industry are affected by water resources and
the environment, so are other water issues around the world
linked with local environments. Therefore, in this forum we
aim to exchange research results in natural science, science
and technology, and social science, between high school
students from all over the world. High school students today
will be the bearers of the future of this planet.

Water has circulated the planet countless times since the
planet was born. It supports all life and the daily activities of
human beings. In February 2010, the high school students
attending the international Water Forum will make a joint
declaration to the world, with three perspectives; Water and

science, water and biodiversity and water and life.
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Water & Science
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People around the world have developed technology related
to water and energy issues, water purification, desalination
of sea water, use of water in fuel batteries, and so on.
Science and technology has evolved to make our lives safer
and more comfortable. To protect biodiversity and realize
sustainability, we must continue to develop science and

technology.
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Water & Biodiversity
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Life springs where there is water. The water resources of the
Earth have changed over the 3.8 billion history of life on the
planet. However, the diversity of life - biodiversity - is
threatened by problems related to the water supply: Water
pollution, invasive species, and so on. In order to preserve
the wonderful rich variety of life on Earth, we must seek
ways to get involved in the preservation of our local water

environment.
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Water & Life
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We cannot five without water. However, there are about 0.9
billion people in the world who do not have access to safe

water. Water shortages caused by the growth of the world's

population or changes in

international problems. To realize a sustainable society, we

must seek ways to solve these issues in local water

environments.
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The 1st International Water Forum in the Lake Prefecture, Shiga
by High School Students in the World

JOINT DECLARATION
February 21, 2010

Water is life. Its circulation supports all living things. Fresh water is a limited resource and its shortage will
only intensify. Water issues are diverse; shortage of water, water pollution, floods. rising sea levels due to
the global warming and desertification are getting more severe. Heavy exportation of water destroys local
environments. Alien species change the balance of ecosystems. Water problems are a concern of all human
beings. We want to preserve a rich water environment for all living things. We aspire to protect water
resources of our world.

The first International Water Forum brought together students from twenty high schools from eight different
countries. We discussed and shared research on water issues from three points of view: “Water and Science. ”
“Water and Biodiversity, ” and “Water and Life.” This is our attempt to take the first step to solve international
water issues.

In “Water and Science., ” we studied how technology can be used for practical solutions. We researched how
sewage can be purified by chemical processes for developing countries. Water decontamination by
photocatalytic solid silica gel, hydroelectric power harnessed using nature, technology of rooftop landscape
to save water and energy, and Biorock technology in conservation of coral reef were introduced. We will
continue our investigation of water quality using global interconnections.

In “Water and Biodiversity, ” we explored how heavy metals and chemicals have harmful effects on habitats.
We also examined how climate change and alien species are threatening indigenous species and changing
the water environment. In addition, we researched methods on the conservation of natural environments and
sustainability of biodiversity.

In “Water and Life, ” we discussed the natural environment of rivers in three countries: Japan, China, and
South Korea. We recognize the vital importance of our relationships with water and realize all life on earth
relies on water to live.

Thus, we sought solutions while trying to understand these issues, developing respectful attitudes, and
applying practical science.

We propose three action plans as the next steps toward solving water issues.

1. We pledge to share and transmit our knowledge and information we learned from this water forum and
enlarge our community.

2. We will send our perspectives on water issues to international communities.

3.  We hope the community we organized at this water forum continues and will hold a future water forum.

Let’s raise our voice to stand up against water problems.

Save Water, Save Lives.

This Joint Declaration was adopted by representative students from nineteen high schools from eight
countries at the Joint Declaration meeting of the International Water Forum on February 20", 2010 in
Moriyama-shi, Shiga-ken, Japan.
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Save Water, Save Lives. (STniK. STN&Ed)



