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You look happy, Ryoko.

Yes! 1 got a big birthday present from my mother.
Oh, that’s great. What was it?

(the sound of bell)
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Hi, Ken. What’s the matter?

Look. My umbrella broke this morning.

Oh, that’s too bad. It’s still raining. Do you have another?
No, I don’t. Tll wait here until the rain stops.

I hear rain will continue for a few more hours.

Isee. ... What should I do?

I'm going home. Would you like to share mine?

(the sound of bell)
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Hello, Jane. Welcome to my house.

Happy birthday, Hiroto. Thank you for inviting me.

I'm so glad you could come. Let’s enjoy the party together.
Yes, of course. How does it feel to be fifteen years old?

I'm very excited.

Good. Here’s a little something for you.

Oh, thank you very much. May I open it?

(the sound of bell)

fil 3

Lisa, you've had nothing yet.

Umm ... I don’t feel like eating.

Why not?

I feel sick. And I've had a headache since this morning.

You may have a cold. Do you have a fever?

Yes, probably. When I took my temperature at home, it was a little high.
I think you should go to see the school nurse. Do you need some help?
(the sound of bell)

i 4

Which club are you in, Makoto?

I'm not in any club. I have a lot of things to do after school.

What do you usually do after school?

On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, I take English lessons. On
Tuesdays and Thursdays, I take piano lessons.

Oh, you’re busy. How about on weekends?

I'm free on Saturdays, but I usually play tennis on Sundays and enjoy it.

I like tennis, too. How long have you been playing it?
(the sound of bell)
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Hello?

Hello. This is Taku speaking. May I speak to Brenda?

It’s me. What’s up, Taku?

Hi, Brenda. We have the chorus contest next month, right? We practice
after school, but I'd like to practice more. When I talked about this with
some girls, they liked my idea.

Good. When are you going to practice?

We’re going to practice before school. If you're interested, why don’t you join
us?

(the sound of bell)
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Hi Ms. Brown. Do you mind if I interview you for my class project?

Not at all Jun. What would you like to ask?

How long have you been in Japan?

Well, it’s been over three years now.

Is there anything about Japan that you find surprising?

Surprising? I think I've mostly gotten used to living here now, so there’s
not much that surprises me anymore.

How about when you first arrived in Japan? What surprised you then?

I guess the trains were a bit of a surprise. I knew that many people took
trains in Japan, but I didn’t know how crowded they were. On my first
morning train, I was pushed into the train by one of the station staff.
That doesn’t happen back in America.
Trains in America aren’t so crowded?

Most people in America get around by car. There are trains all around
the country and subways in bigger cities, but they’re not so popular.

Isee. Was there anything else that surprised you?
Hmmm. I think I was surprised at how much Japanese people like
waiting in line. I often see really long lines of people waiting at
restaurants, even when there are empty restaurants nearby. When my
Japanese friends see a long line of people, they want to join it before they
know what the line is for!

If a restaurant has a long line, it must be a really good restaurant.

That’s what they said, but I still don’t like waiting for a long time before I
eat. I think most people in America would give up and look for a different
restaurant.

But you said that you have gotten used to living in Japan now. Do you
still not like waiting in line?

I still don’t like it.

week. Amnew noodle restaurant opened up near my house, and people had

Although I did wait in line for quite a long time last
been lining up in front of it for days. I wanted to know why it was so
popular.

So you are becoming more Japanese!
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